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warranted, the Department of Justice takes
legal action to protect our citizens from dis-
crimination based on race, color, religion,
sex, or national origin.

Finally, we are working to increase the
supply of accessible housing for citizens with
disabilities. HUD continues to aggressively
enforce the law on behalf of people with dis-
abilities, and the Department is working co-
operatively with builders, architects, and oth-
ers to provide technical assistance to help
construct more  handicapped-accessible
housing.

Fair Housing Month provides an oppor-
tunity to place special emphasis on our goal
to increase homeownership throughout our
country. Together, we can advance toward
a future where all our citizens have access
to a key element of the American Dream—
homeownership.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 2003 as Na-
tional Fair Housing Month. T call upon the
people of the United States to learn more
about their rights and responsibilities under
the Fair Housing Act and the roles they can
individually and collectively play to combat
housing discrimination.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 17, 2003]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 18.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Requesting Disaster
Relief Funds
April 15, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:
In accordance with provisions of Public
Law 107-73, the Departments of Veterans
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Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Independent Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 2002, I hereby request and make
available $250 million for the disaster relief
program of the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS).

These funds would allow DHS to continue
providing assistance for disasters in several
States, including the recovery of the Colum-
bia space shuttle and the damaging winter
storms on the East Coast. These funds also
would be available for ongoing response to
prior disasters and to ensure that DHS has
resources on hand to provide timely response
to future disasters.

I designate these funds made available
today as an emergency requirement pursuant
to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985, as amended.

The details of this action are set forth in
the attached letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget. I concur
with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia

April 15, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

As required by section 401(c) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), I
transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
prepared by my Administration on the na-
tional emergency with respect to significant
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
declared in Executive Order 12978 of Octo-
ber 21, 1995.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis

Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
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This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on April 16.

Remarks to Employees at the Boeing
F-18 Production Facility in St. Louis,
Missouri

April 16, 2003

Thank you all very much. Be seated,
please. So I'm on my way to Crawford—
[laughter]—part of the real world, I want you
to know—and I decided to stop here in St.
Louis, Missouri, to say thanks to some of the
finest workers we have in America. And it’s
a perfect time to do so. The successes of our
military begin right here on the factory floors.
The quality of the workmanship that goes
into the aircrafts that you build here is one
of the main reasons why we were successful
in making the world a more peaceful place.
Our Nation thanks you for your efforts and
your work.

Seeing all the good workers here reminds
me of one of the big tasks we have in Amer-
ica, and that is to make sure anybody who’s
looking for a job can find one. Too many
of our fellow Americans are looking for work,
and that bothers me. So I sent some sugges-
tions up to the United States Congress about
how to stimulate job growth, and it starts with
letting you keep more of your own money.

I have sent to the Congress a jobs-and-
growth package that will reduce the burden
on our taxpayers, that will give you more of
your money in your pockets so you get to
decide how to save or invest and spend. In
order for all Americans who are looking for
work to find work, the Congress must pass
this jobs package as soon as they come back
from their recess.

And the other big task for this Nation is
to overcome any threats to our country,
wherever they gather. Each of you has had
a part of preparing this Nation to meet the
dangers of our time. Today, half a world
away, America is leading this great coalition
of free nations to end a brutal regime and
to remove a threat to our society. We've ap-
plied the new powers of technology—Ilike the
F-18s—to strike an enemy force with speed
and incredible precision. Our work is not
done. The difficulties have not passed, but
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the regime of Saddam Hussein has passed
into history. Thanks to the courage and the
might of our military, the American people
are more secure. Thanks to the courage and
might of our military, the Iraqi people are
now free.

I want to thank management and worker
alike for inviting me here today. It’s truly an
honor to be here. I want to thank Phil Condit
and Jim Albaugh and Rick Smith for the invi-
tation. It gives me a chance to come and say
firsthand how much we all appreciate what
you do on behalf of the security of this coun-
try.

I appreciate Senator Bond and Senator
Talent for their leadership. It’s good to work
with these two men to make sure this Nation
remains strong. I appreciate Matt Blunt, rep-
resenting the State government, for being
here.

Today I had the honor of meeting John
Sant. He was so anxious to see me at the
foot of the stairs of Air Force One, he was
standing in the rain. And I'm grateful for
that. But I'm grateful to share his story with
you. Here’s a man who decides to take time
out of his busy life to volunteer to help chil-
dren become more literate, volunteers to
help the AmeriCorps program to make sure
that the public education system of St. Louis,
Missouri, fulfills its promise that no child
should be left behind in any community in
America. It is appropriate that we talk about
the compassion of our fellow Americans at
the same time as we talk about the might
of our great country.

I asked John to come and to stand because
one of my calls to our fellow Americans is
to love your neighbor just like you'd like to
be loved yourself. When you see somebody
who hurts, put your arm around them and
tell them you love them and make sure
that—l[applause].

And also standing out there at the stairs
was Adrian Fakes, private first class, United
States Marine Corps, St. Louis native,
wounded in An Nasiriyah, soon to recover,
anxious to get back to his unit. He represents
the finest of the fine—those of our country
who wear the uniform. Thank you for com-
ing, Adrian.

You and I and all the world are witnessing
historic days in the cause of freedom. One



